Take Back the American Dream Conference
participants call for stronger, bolder, more
progressive agenda
October 6, 2011

Methodology and Overview

This presentation is based on a survey of 337 participants at the Take Back the
American Dream Conference Oct. 3-4, 2011. The straw poll was conducted by
Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research for Democracy Corps and Campaign for
America’s Future.
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Obama approval: still strong among progressives
Do you approve or disapprove of the job being done by Barack Obama as president?

Approve strongly

Disapprove strongly
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Jon Huntsman leads Republican field as “most qualified”
Which ONE of the following people do you think is most qualified to be president?
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Near universal support for jobs bill among progressives
As you may know, President Obama recently proposed the American Jobs Act to Congress last month. From
what you know, do you favor or oppose this plan?
Strongly favor

Strongly oppose
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Progressives want Obama to go bigger on jobs bill
Thinking about the jobs plan that President Obama announced in September, do you think the scope of the
plan is...

Too Small

About Right

Too Large
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Funding for infrastructure most effective in creating jobs
Below is a list of proposals included in President Obama's jobs plan. Please read the list and indicate which
TWO you believe would be the most effective in creating jobs.
Funding for infrastructure improvements like roads,
bridges and airports

52

Helping local governments avoid lay-offs of teachers,
police officers, and firefighters

38

Funding for mass transit and clean energy transportation
upgrades

34

Green, energy-efficient, and technological upgrades for
America's schools

27

Creating a public-private infrastructure bank to finance
infrastructure projects
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Extending unemployment benefits

7

Reducing employer payroll taxes for small businesses
Extending the employee's payroll tax cut worth 1,500
dollars for the average household
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Millionaire tax increase, financial transaction tax most popular
plan to get economy back on track
Some people say that the jobs bill is just a start and we need more ambitious plans in order to get our
economy back on track. Regardless of whether you agree or disagree, please read the list below and indicate
which TWO you believe would be most effective in building a stronger economy for the future?
Raise tax rates on millionaires and impose a new financial
transaction tax

64

Reduce defense spending and invest in communities and
local economies

53

Make America energy independent by investing in natural
gas, clean coal energy, energy grid, solar and wind

31

Pass labor law reform to empower workers to organize,
and raise the minimum wage

22

Challenge China's currency manipulation and enforce Buy
America laws on all government procurement

11

Expand AmeriCorps to put a half million young people to
work

9

Require all corporations to disclose the ratio of CEO
compensation to median employee compensation

5

Cut taxes, rollback regulations, and cut spending to create
confidence so businesses start hiring again
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Progressives divided: work with Democrats vs. build
independent movement to challenge both parties
Over the last three years, many progressives have been frustrated with the pace of
change. Which ONE of the following comes closest to your own view, even if none is
exactly right?
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