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Three pieces of advice for taking on the GOP health care bill

New Democracy Corps surveys on behalf of Women'’s Voices. Women Vote Action Fund show a country
deeply opposed to the health care plan passed by the House and now mirrored in the version under discus-
sion in the US Senate.! Opposition to the GOP health care bill outpaces support two-to-one with regis-
tered and likely 2018 voters and independents nationally, with almost half of the country opposing it
“strongly.” But with the right information and lines of attack, Democrats can broaden and deepen opposi-
tion to the GOP replacement plan bill even further.

From what you Krnow, do you support or o&)ﬁose the health care bill that House Republicans passed earlier this month to replace

Obamacare, known as the American Health Care Act?
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+20 +17 +75 +28 +59 +55 +47 +34 +43 +2 +11 43 +17
75
1 1 1 | 51
[ [ 43 a3
36 38 ! 36
I 31 1 1 28 1
| I 22 25 .
20 1 1
o NI H L
0| @ - a1 1K1
B0 s =8 EN :
1 K I s | |2
a4 45 45 16 36
0 ! [ 57 ss |, =° 48 [
1 1 1 1
40
' | SRR I
55 1 46
56 159 I 62 I
| | 75 69 68 |
85 1 1 1 1
- I |} [ Vmite White |I[ White
i H | I R | S S S |‘ senvors || Goteas
1 [l I Women Women Il Men |

! These results are the first to be released from an innovative phone and on-going panel research program for Wom-
en’s Voices. Women Vote Action Fund to deeply understand the diversity of America and the potential to shape the
electorate and outcome in 2018. It is the first in a series of three waves of 1,000 national registered voter phone sur-
veys with accompanying 4,000 registered voter web-surveys among a panel of minorities, millennials, unmarried
women and white non-college educated women (the RAE+). The national phone survey of 1,000 voter-file matched
registered voters with 65 percent of respondents reached on cell phones was conducted May 21-June 5, 2017. The
voter-file matched RAE+ panel of 4,000 registered voters was conducted online May 31-June 13, 2017.
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After three elections campaigning on replacing Obamacare, Republicans are not all that enthusiastic about
the alternative, while three-quarters of Democrats are strongly opposed. It is opposed by three-quarters of
minorities and two-thirds of unmarried women, college educated women and millennials. Even seniors
and white working class voters don’t back this bill as just as many oppose as support it.

What do voters dislike about the proposed replacement and what lines of attack have the greatest potential
impact? For that, we tested the reactions of a 4,000 registered voter sample of African Americans, His-
panics, unmarried women, millennials and white working class women. These are voters who have dis-
appointed Democrats to varying degrees in terms of turnout and vote, particularly in off-years but also in
2016 when some of them gave a plurality of their votes to Trump. Here are our three pieces of advice
for building a backlash against the GOP health care bill:

1. Talk about the parts of the bill that most concern voters: Just providing the CBO facts about
the Republican replacement bill was enough to shift opposition to the bill 10 points further. How
the bill will allow those with pre-existing conditions to be charged much more and to be denied
coverage was the single most concerning feature of the bill by far.

These are some of the effects of the House Republican's bill to replace Obamacare, according to analysis by the non-partisan
Congressional Budget Office. Which TWO raise the most serious doubts in your mind about the Republican health care bill?

CBO REPORT FINDINGS

Those with pre-existing conditionswould be charged much
more and could be denied coverage altogether

14 million more people would be uninsured by 2018 and 23
million more would be by 2026

M edicaid, the main source of funding for nursing homes
and care for the disabled, would be cut by 5834 billion

Premiums would be 20 percent higher in 2018 and out-of-
pocket costs and deductibles would be higher

Premiums for those nearing retirement would be as much
as 514,400 higher.

Insurers may re-introduce lifetime limits on benefits so
more families will be bankrupted by medical expenses

Pregnant women and those needing expensive
prescr iptions will pay thousands more in cut-of-pockets..

Among those voters who shift to oppose the Republican bill, their top concerns are the loss of coverage
for those with pre-existing conditions (a top concern of 52 percent of those who shifted to oppose the
AHCA), the higher premiums and out-of-pockets costs (top concern of 33 percent), and particularly Med-
icaid cuts that would hurt the elderly and disabled (31 percent).

It is important to note that the country feels very favorably about Medicaid as a program; indeed, only 21
percent hold unfavorable views. Even white working class women view it favorably by a two-to-one ra-
tio. When informed that the Trump health care bill and budget would cut more than $1.6 billion from
Medicaid, half of the panel respondents say this would be harmful to society or to their family directly.



Taking on the GOP health care bill

Democracy Corps

Flease rate yourfeelings toward some people and organizations..

40

36

30

33

| MEDICAID
ey warm (75-100) = Warm (51-74) = Very cool (0-25)  Cool (26-49)
Mean: Mean: (Mean: ‘ Mean: Mean: Mean:
64.8 63.2 60.2 61.7 61.1 58.3
[ Met:+36 ] [ Net:+35 ] [Net: +28 ] [Net:+31] [Net: +29] [Net: +24]

36 54 49 51 50 a7
EEE I o B B e

30

17 13 16
18 20 19 21 20 21
23
. . White : White
Afrlt.:an Hispanics Unmarried Unmarried Millennials .Whm? Working
Americans Women Women Millennials | | 555 women

2. Message attacks on the health care bill that make reference to our values. Message attacks
produce as big a shift (+11 points more opposed), but only when they are combined with a state-
ment of the values at issue (see the sentences in purple below). We tested a number of attacks, all
of them raising “very serious” doubts with half who heard them. The strongest attack is elemental
— it will push people with pre-existing conditions to go without treatment and “some will die” —
and that is unacceptable to “anyone who respects and cherishes human life.”

These are some reasons why opponents of the American Health Care Act say they oppose the Republican bill to replace
Obamacare. Foreach, please tell me whether it raises doubts in your mind about the Republican health care bill:

| ATTACKS ON GOP HEALTH CARE BILL

LIFE: Theirnew plan allows insurance companies in some statesto push people with a history
of cancer ora pregnancy into a high risk pool and to substantially increase pricesfor people
with pre-existing conditions. That means more people will go without medical treatment
because of costs and some will die. [This plan is unacceptable ro anyone who respects and
cherishes human life.]

= Very serious doubts

75

SENIORS : Theirnew plan allows insurance companiesto charge older Americans alot more
and makes dramatic cuts to Medicaid, the primary source of paymentfor nursing homes. Older
Americans have been paying intheirwhole lives andwe cantaskthemto pay more whenso
many are strugglingto retire. [We must keep our promises and fulfill our duties to the
elderly.]

75

UNAFFORDABLE: Theirnew planwaould make health care even more unaffordable when

people haventseen araise inyears. Instead of lowering costs, their plan will raise premiums by 72
20 percent and out-of-pocket costs and deductibles will grow even higher. [This plan betrays

the forgotten Americans who vored 1o make it easierto take care of their families.]

RECKLESS: Theirnew planwas rushedthroughthe House of Representativesin justtwo

weeks. Mo public hearings with experts were held during thattime and most congressmen

never readthe bill. They voted before the non-parisan budget office could say whetherit 72
increasedthe deficit, how many people could lose coverage and how much more insurance

would cost. [if you fove your country, you do not act this way.]
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Importantly, including values in this debate carried the attack to older white unmarried voters and those in

rural areas, for example.

These are s0ime reasons why opponents ofthe American Health Care Act say they oppose the Republican billto replace Obamacare. For
each, please tell me whether it raises doubts in your mind about the Republican heaith care bill:

LIFE [+ VALUES] Their new plan allows Insurance companies in some states to push people with a history
of cancer or a pregnancy inta a high risk pool and to substantially increase prices for people with pre-

existing conditions. That means more people will go without medical freatment because of costs and some
will die. [This plan is unacceptable to anyone who respects and cherishes human life.]
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3. Message attack on Trump & Republicans over process. We tested a number of attacks on
Trump and Republicans in this poll. An attack on Republicans for the backroom dealing in the
production of this bill was a top attack among many persuasion targets and those who shift in in-
tensity and interest in voting. It should also be part of Democratic messages to consolidate sup-
port and motivate supporters to action and ultimately, to vote.

Here are some things that critics are saying about what Donald Trumpand the Repubilicans are doing. Foreach one, please tell me ifitraises
very sefious doubts, serious doubis, minor doubts, or no real doubts in your mind.

BACKROOM DEALING: Donald Trump and the Republican leaders in Congress met behind closed doors
with only white male congressmen to develop their Obamacare replacement plan. Their plan would end
guaranteed coverage for pregnancy and women's health care, cuts off funding for Planned Parenthood,
and hurts our families
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The power of these lines of attack. Voters clearly hate this Republican health care attempt and the ar-
guments against the plan — either with CBO facts or with attacks that talk about how many will die and
our values — shift voters to oppose it with even more fervor. Who would have thought it was possible?
Not only do they hate every aspect of the bill itself and what it would do, they are also upset that it was
written in secret by a group of men seemingly determined to put the health care of so many women and
families at risk.

From what know, do suppoit or the heaith care bil that Howse Republicans passed earlier this month fo replace
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| SHIFTS IN OPPOSITION TO GOP HEALTH CARE BILL |
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