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Key actions to raise support with all working class voters

and raise Democratic margins

President Biden no longer has an advantage over former President Trump on who delivers for
“forgotten Americans” and Democrats, no advantage on who is better on “jobs and wages,” yet
we know this middle class-blue collar message and transformative policy agenda changes both.

Here are the key actions from this survey for Democracy Corps and the AFT conducted jointly
with Equis Research and HIT Strategies that deliver those changes:

Identify with the working class that predominates both in our base and persuasion targets.
They live paycheck-to-paycheck, and they are frustrated that CEOs and big corporations
call the shots and pay no taxes. (The working class are voters who do not have a four-
year degree.)

Fight for the middle class, working families, small businesses, and vulnerable who work
hard and check the power of the big corporations who rig the game and paying no taxes.

Make sure your agenda includes policies to help small businesses, and that you advocate
for small businesses as part of the working class, particularly with the white working
class and and Hispanic community.

To get heard, both our base and targets need to hear Democrats want to bring major
change on the economy and who has power. Right now, they don’t know Democrats are
dissatisfied with the status quo. That means over-correcting.

Prioritize policies that help families financially: expanded Medicare, reduced drug
prices, lower insurance premiums, and no Medicaid income cap for disabled; the new in-
frastructure projects; and the child tax credit and its middle class tax cut. But also, poli-
cies that shift power in the workplace and with government: require contractors pay $15
minimum wage, help employees get higher wages and enforce labor protections, and
make sure big corporations pay a minimum tax.
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e Do not change the focus on bringing change to the economy and power in our diverse
base. While racial equity is important to Black voters, it falls well below getting higher
wages, labor protections and lower health care costs. While Hispanics and Asian Ameri-
cans support a path to citizenship, the racial equities agenda is near the bottom of their
priority list. Motivating and consolidating them will focus on health care costs, big corpo-
rations paying taxes, labor protections and infrastructure jobs.

e Remember, both our base (Blacks, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders,
Gen Z and millennials, and unmarried women) and our new working class targets (white
working class under 50 years of age, white parents, and disabled) think the middle class
is endangered, the top 1 percent and CEQOs control politicians and want them to pay
higher taxes. Our base and white working class targets want a very similar policy agenda
from Democrats.

e The child tax credit received on a monthly basis is changing the 2022 political dynamics
will now be central to the campaign contrast. It is embraced by both Black voters and
white working class voters under 50 years, as well as white parents, and they become
more supportive when it is attacked. The CTC has opened up parts of the white working
class to the idea Democrats use government to help them. Whether its repeal raises your
taxes or drive millions of kids into poverty have become the top attacks on Republicans.

e Attack Republicans for trickle-down tax cuts that were supposed to benefit those living
paycheck to paycheck but benefited only the rich, and for repealing the biggest tax cut for
the middle class, the child tax credit.

e Democrats will want to pose a choice between the Democrats’ empowering agenda and
taxing big corporations and Republicans fighting for the big corporations, raising your
health care costs and taxes, and throwing millions of kids into poverty.

e Voters with disabilities and their families are overrepresented in the working class and
white working class, and they need to become integral to your strategy. They are listening
to the policy offer. We are currently offering expanded Medicare, lower drug costs and
premiums, but it gets even more support with all voters when it includes ending Medi-
caid’s income caps for the disabled.

e Democrats must advocate visibly for funding and respecting the police, not defunding
them, along with reforms and accountability. The gains in this survey are only realized
for the % sample who hear Democrats prioritize security and crime and want to fund and
reform the police. Defunding police is unpopular in the Black, Hispanic, and Asian
American communities, and hearing the Democrat opposes defunding the police surprises
white working class voters. It neutralizes what is the strongest attack on Democrats.
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e The middle class-blue collar message stated:

People are living paycheck to paycheck and struggling to pay their bills and
taxes. They need government that looks out for the middle class, working families,
small businesses, and the vulnerable who work hard. They need a government
that jumps whenever the biggest corporations send money and lobbyists. My ap-
proach is blue collar. We should bend over backwards for those who work hard
S0 we create jobs in America and grow the middle class.

e The message, transformative policies, attacks on Republicans, and reassurance on crime
and funding the police produced big new targets. It raised the Democratic vote share and
probably turnout with Gen Z and millennials. That was missing in Virginia. And it also
produced big Democratic gains with the under 50 white working class, white working
class women, and white disability families.
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Appendix A

The Biden and Democratic agenda

Now, please read the following list that describes what President Biden and the Democrats in Congress are passing or have passed. Which THREE are most
important for you?

(CHILD TAX CREDIT) New middle class tax cuts,
43 including extending the new expanded Child Tax Credit
that is giving people up to $300 a month for each child 28
deposited directly into family bank accounts.

(MEDICARE EXPANSION) Major changes to Medicare,
including now covering dental, vision and hearing aids.

(MINIMUM CORP TAX) Big corperations will pay a minimum

tax of 15 percent in all countries so they don't relocate to tax
havens. Raising the top tax rate for the biggest corporations

(SMAL BIZ LOANS/GRANTS) Helps small businesses
with loans that are forgiven, give grants to restaurants

and giving the IRS money to target big corporations paying no to spend as they choose, and help with less regulation. 25
taxes
(GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE) New big green
(WORKER PROTECTIONS) Raises the minimum wage to $15.00 infrastructure investment so America leads the
an hour for federal contractors, strengthened unions, helped all transition from fossil fuels to renewables. Help US car
workers bargain for wage increases, and stop employers not makers lead in electric vehicles and build over 500,000 22
paying overtime or forcing off-the-clock work. charging stations. Fund thousands of jobs plugging
abandened wells and reclaiming mines, and millions of
Jjobs installing solar and wind.
[LOWER HC PREMIUMS) Mandates that no one pays more than &
percent of their income for health insurance on the exchanges, (CHILDCARE/PAID LEAVE) Rescues the childcare
lower premiums for the first time since Obamacare, and allows industry and raises the childcare credit to $3,000,
the government to negotiate lower prescription drug prices. which goes to over 30 million families. Plan to give 12 18
weeks of paid family leave.
(INFRASTRUCTURE) Spends a trillion dollars on infrastructure. [S;zcl:g:‘;:ildl:;;?;JS?Egtsgi?:pg;ﬁrgzggzigs;z?s
Upgtrrt:t;g:t(i;r;d :r::;jﬁi;’a]::l;g;:::i:[;?zf;;‘ rail 31 Black farmers get grants, millions of housing vouchers
! ) targeted to minority communities, the infrastructure law 15
removes all lead pipes, and increased funding for Black,
tribally-controlled colleges, and Hispanic institutions.
. .
Strongest attacks on GOP: McConnell’s gridlock, half live paycheck to paycheck
while corporations don’t pay fair share & repeal of child tax credit
(GRIDLOCK) Mitch McCOrmeII said p_ublic\}t, "One-!lundred (FORCING GOV'T DEFAULT) Republicans are
percent of cur focus is on stopping this new Biden playing Russian roulette with the economy by
administration.” Republicans winning control means total 45 threatening to block increasing the debt ceiling
gridlock and nothing happening for people. Forcing the US government to default will cause 39
millions to lose their jobs and their Social Security
(TRICKLE DOWN) Republicans have told us that if we just cut just to score temporary pelitical points.
taxes for the wealthy and corporations, working people will
share in the prosperity. But half of our people live paycheck to (CTC - RAISE TAXES)(SPLIT A) Every Republican in
paycheck. Trickle-down economics simply doesn't work, and a5 Cangress voted against the expanded Child Tax
it's time for corporations to finally pay their fair share in taxes. Credit that is giving monthly checks to working
families with kids and has been a lifeline for so 37
many people - helping them put food on the
(RX PRICES) Republicans voted against allowing the government table, pay for childcare & more. They will repeal it
to negotiate lower prescription drug prices. Instead of rallying and raise taxes on virtually every working family.
around patients and protecting their rights, they buy into the 41
drug industry line that cutting into drug profits could harm the
innovation of new medicines and cures.
(WOMEN'S HEALTH) Republicans are using every
(CTC POVERTY)(SPLIT B) Every Republican in Congress voted tool to block a woman's access to a safe and legal 37
against the expanded Child Tax Credit that is giving monthly abortion even family planning services. They are
checks to working families with kids and has been a lifeline for so 40 interfering in families' private medical decisions.
many working families - helping them put food on the table, pay
for childcare & more. They will repeal it and put 4 million kids ( RO ) h
back into poverty. BLOCK BIDEN — SCOTUS W/ROE)(SPLIT B) Mitc
{BLOCK BIDEN-SCOTUS W/O ROE)(SPLIT A) Mitch McConnell ﬂcti"e“::l't:'edcgoﬂﬁ;‘ﬂl'ﬁ?;;fE:;‘;‘I;::f;”dae‘:
said if Republicans control the Senate in the next election, it will _ e
block President Biden putting any justices on the Supreme Court 39 putting any justices on the Supreme Court for 2 34

for 2 years and that means a conservative court blocking
regulation of big business.

years and that means overturning Roe v. Wade
and the right to legal abortions.



