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Methodology and Overview 
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This presentation is based on a national survey conducted by Greenberg Quinlan 

Rosner Research for Democracy Corps. 

 

1000 likely 2012 voters (1000 weighted) were interviewed from January 8-11, 2012. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, margin of error= +/- 3.1 percentage points at 95% 

confidence. 

 

 



The more voters see Republicans, the less they like 

what they offer 
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Now I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. After I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 

statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own view, even if neither is exactly right. 

STATEMENT 1: The more I watch the Republican 

presidential campaign, the LESS I like what the 

Republicans are offering.  

STATEMENT 2: The more I watch the Republican 

presidential campaign, the MORE I like what the 

Republicans are offering. 

+15 
+14 

STATEMENT 1: The more I watch the Republicans in 

Congress, the LESS I like what the Republicans are offering.  

STATEMENT 2: The more I watch the Republicans in 

Congress, the MORE I like what the Republicans are 

offering. 

Republican Primary Contest Republicans in Congress 
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Republicans in disrepute, while President edges up 
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2010 Election 

Now, I'd like to rate your feelings toward some people and organizations, with 100 meaning a VERY WARM, FAVORABLE 

feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVORABLE feeling; and 50 meaning not particularly warm or cold.  

*Note: From Democracy Corps surveys conducted in the past year. Data represents MEAN ratings, likely voters. 

Republican 
Congress 
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38 
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Very warm (75-100) Very cool (0-25)

Barack 

Obama 

Everything Republican down – and Republicans in 

Congress lead the way 

Now, I'd like to rate your feelings toward some people and organizations, with one hundred meaning a VERY WARM, FAVORABLE 

feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVORABLE feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or cold. You can use any 

number from zero to one hundred, the higher the number the more favorable your feelings are toward that person or organization. If 

you have no opinion or never heard of that person or organization, please say so.  

Net: +8 

Mean: 

42.1 
Mean: 

42.8 

Net: -14 Net: -14 

Democratic 

Party 
Democrats in 

Congress 

Mean: 

50.7 
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45.5 

Net: -6 
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41.4 

Net: -14 

Mean: 

39.9 

Net: -23 

John 

Boehner 
Republican 

Party 

Republican 

Congress 
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Net ∆ since 

Aug. 2011 -5 +2 -9 +1 +2 -6 
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Very warm (75-100) Very cool (0-25)

Barack Obama 

Romney not very popular, with more than double 

very cool to him 

Now, I'd like to rate your feelings toward some people and organizations, with one hundred meaning a VERY WARM, FAVORABLE 

feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVORABLE feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or cold. You can use any 

number from zero to one hundred, the higher the number the more favorable your feelings are toward that person or organization. If 

you have no opinion or never heard of that person or organization, please say so.  

Mean: 

50.7 

Net: +8 

Ron Paul 

Mean: 

41.8 

Net: -16 

Mitt Romney 

Mean: 

44.0 

Net: -11 
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1/11/2011 4/12/2011 6/21/2011 10/18/2011 1/11/2012

Total Approve Total Disapprove Strongly Approve Strongly Disapprove

*Note: Question was not asked in March. 

Do you approve or disapprove of the way Republicans in Congress are handling their job in charge of the House of 

Representatives? 

New year, new low for Republicans in Congress 

Strongly 
Disapprove 

 Disapprove 

Approve 

Strongly 
Approve 
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Democratic Candidate Republican Candidate

The result: Democrats take lead in named House 

ballot this week for first time in two years  

2008 

Election 2010 

Election 

I know it is a long way off, but thinking about the elections for Congress in 2012, if the election for U.S. Congress were 

held today, would you be voting for DEMOCRATIC HOUSE CANDIDATE or REPUBLICAN HOUSE CANDIDATE*? 

* In the landline sample, the incumbent names were inserted preceded by party identification.  Generic “the Democratic candidate” or “the 

Republican candidate” were inserted for the opposition.  For the cell phone sample and open seat districts, both candidates were given as generic. 

+3 

Debt ceiling 

deal 

Health 

care 

reform 

8 

Christmas 

Payroll 

Battle 
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Democrat Republican

I know it is a long way off, but thinking about the elections for Congress in 2012, if the election for U.S. Congress were 

held today, would you be voting for (DEMOCRATIC HOUSE CANDIDATE) or (REPUBLICAN HOUSE CANDIDATE)*? 

August 

+17 +6 

And independents? Democrats take the lead 

October November January 

+7 +6 

* In the landline sample, the incumbent names were inserted preceded by party identification.  Generic “the Democratic candidate” or “the Republican 

candidate” were inserted for the opposition.  For the cell phone sample and open seat districts, both candidates were given as generic. 



Presidential race very close 

I know it's a long way off, but thinking about the presidential election in 2012, if the election for president were held today 

and the candidates were Democrat Barack Obama and Republican Mitt Romney, for whom would you vote? 
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But third-party candidates threaten Romney 

3-WAY VOTE 

+10 

Thinking about the presidential election in November, if the 

election for president were held today and the candidates 

were Democrat Barack Obama, Republican Mitt Romney, and 

Independent candidate Ron Paul, for whom would you vote? 

5-WAY VOTE 

Thinking about the presidential election in November, if the election 

for president were held today and the candidates were Democrat 

Barack Obama, Republican Mitt Romney, Independent candidate 

Ron Paul, Independent candidate Donald Trump, and Independent 

candidate Michael Bloomberg, for whom would you vote? 

24% 
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Obama Romney

Total 

+1 

Obama up 2 points among independents and room to 

consolidate Democrats 

Democrat Independent Republican 

+82 +2 +88 

I know it's a long way off, but thinking about the presidential election in 2012, if the election for president were held today 

and the candidates were Democrat Barack Obama and Republican Mitt Romney, for whom would you vote? 
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Obama 
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 Not Obama 

 Not Romney 

Race looks close, though Obama has more strong 

support and more winnable 
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And with President’s approval at 44 percent, race 

would be very close 

2010 Election 

Do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling his job as president? 

Inauguration 

*Note: From Democracy Corps surveys since the 2008 election.  Before inauguration, question read: “Do you 

approve or disapprove of the job being done by Barack Obama as president-elect?”  14 
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Warm Cool

Passage of 

Recovery Act 
First net job 

growth: 14,000  

New Jobs 

208,000  

New Jobs 
431,000  

New Jobs 

2008 

Election 

Improvement in economic climate beginning to 

show 

Now, I'd like to rate your feelings toward some people and organizations, with one hundred meaning a VERY WARM, 

FAVORABLE feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVORABLE feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or 

cold. The state of the economy… 
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Democrats make significant gains on economy and 

now close to parity 

2010 Election Inauguration 

Now I am going to ask you something different. I am going to read a list of issues and I want you to tell me whether, 

overall, you think the Democrats or the Republicans would do a better job with this issue. If you do not know, just tell me 

and we will move on to the next item… the economy. 

16 



EUROPEAN HEADQUARTERS 
405 Carrington House 
6 Hertford Street 
London, UK  W1J 7SU 
T:  +44.(0).207.096.5070 
F:  +44.(0).207.096.5068 

WORLD HEADQUARTERS 
10 G Street, NE 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC  20002 
T:  202.478.8300 
F:  202.478.8301 

LATIN AMERICAN HEADQUARTERS 
Cabrera 6060, 7D 
C1414 BHN 
Ciudad de Buenos Aires, Argentina 
T:  +54.11.4772.0813 
 

www.greenbergresearch.com   |   www.gqrr.com 


