
0 

Presidentõs tone and agenda increase 

optimism, but gains could be modest  
 

Report from dial groups of Donald Trumpõs first Joint Session to Congress 
 

March 1, 2017 
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Methodology 

On behalf of WVWVAF, Democracy Corps conducted online dial meter 

research among 150 voters nationally during President Trumpôs address 

to a Joint Session of Congress: 30 millennials, 31 minorities, 30 white 

unmarried women, 31 white working class women and 321 white working 

class men.  

 

Surveys were administered before and after the live dial meter session.  

 

This research is qualitative and results are not statistically projectable 

onto a larger population.  
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Millennials 

The key groups 

MINORITIES 

MILLENNIALS 

WHITE UNMARRIED WOMEN 

WHITE WORKING CLASS WOMEN 

WHITE WORKING CLASS MEN 
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SHIFTS 



Voters more optimistic about Trump now 

4 

More optimistic  or pessimistic 
about Trump 

More pessimistic More  optimistic About the same 

TOTAL 12 
57                      

(34 much more) 
31 

White unmarried women 10 
53                        

(37 much more) 
37 

Millennials 19 
52                      

(28 much more) 
34 

Minorities 19 
47                       

(23 much more) 
32 

White working class women 3 
71                      

(58 much more) 
26 

White working class men 10 
65                       

(26 much more) 
26 
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Shifts in Trumpõs approval and favorability, with favorability gains 

across groups 

Job Approval (percent approve)  Pre-Speech Post-Speech Shift  

TOTAL 47 58 +11 
Minorities 26 47 +21 
White working class women 58 77 +19 
White working class men 63 68 +5 
Millennials 37 41 +5 
White unmarried women 50 53 +3 

Personal Favorability  (percent warm) Pre-Speech Post-Speech Shift  

TOTAL 46 58 +12 
Millennials 33 52 +18 
White working class women 65 77 +12 
White unmarried women 47 57 +10 
Minorities 29 37 +8 
White working class men 56 65 +8 
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Donald Trump Pre-Speech Post-Speech Shift 

Job Approval (percent approve) 47 58 +11 

Personal Favorability (percent warm) 46 58 +12 

But Trumpõs gains do not match Obamaõs in 2009 address 

Barack Obama 2009 Pre-Speech Post-Speech Shift 

Job Approval (percent approve) 68 82 +14 

Personal Favorability (percent warm) 62 76 +14 

Barack Obama 2013 Pre-Speech Post-Speech Shift 

Job Approval (percent approve) 49 53 +4 

Personal Favorability (percent warm) 49 62 +13 



Shifts on key attributes and confidence on key issues  
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Trump Attributes (% describes well) Pre-Speech Post-Speech Shift 

Presidential  41 56 +15 
Loves America 67 81 +14 
Will keep our country safe 50 64 +14 
Looks out for the middle class 49 62 +13 
Good for women 42 53 +11 
Will create jobs 59 70 +11 

Confidence (% trust Trump more) Pre-Speech Post-Speech Shift 

International trade 44 58 +14 
Investing in infrastructure 53 66 +13 
Changing the ACA/Obamacare 43 56 +13 
Reducing influence of big money/lobbyists 46 58 +12 
Making sure jobs pay enough to live on  42 54 +12 
The economy 55 60 +5 
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HEALTH CARE 



9 

Repeal leads to dip, positive responses on health care vision 

The way to make health insurance available to everyone is to lower the cost of health insurance, and that is what we will do. ..Obamacare is 
collapsing --- and we must act decisively to protect all Americans. Action is not a choice --- it is a ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅΧCƛǊǎǘ, we should ensure that 
Americans with pre-existing conditions have access to coverage, and that we have a stable transition for Americans currently enrolled in the 
healthcare exchanges. Secondly, we should help Americans purchase their own coverage, through the use of tax credits and expanded Health 
Savings Accounts --- but it must be the plan they want, not the plan forced on them by the Government. Thirdly, we should give our great State 
Governors the resources and flexibility they need with Medicaid to make sure no one is left out. Fourthly, ΧŀƴŘ work to bring down the 
artificially high price of drugs and bring them down immediately. Finally, the time has come to give Americans the freedom to purchase health 
insurance across State lines.. 

Pre-existing conditions have access 
to coverage..stable transition for 

Americans currently enrolled  

Lower the cost of 

health insurance 

Bring down the artificially 

high price of drugséfreedom 

to purchase health insurance 

across State lines 

Calling on this 

Congress to 

repeal and replace 

Obamacare  

Obamacare is 

collapsing 
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IMMIGRATION & BORDERS 
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Deportation leads to most polarized moment of the night 

We are removing gang 

members, drug dealers 

and criminals 

We are removing gang members, drug dealers and criminals that threaten our communities and prey on 
our citizens. Bad ones are going out as I speak tonight and as I have promised. To any in Congress who do 
not believe we should enforce our laws, I would ask you this question: what would you say to the 
American family that loses their jobs, their income, or a loved one, because America refused to uphold its 
laws and defend its borders? Our obligation is to serve, protect, and defend the citizens of the United States.  

What would you say to the American family that loses their 

jobs, their income, or a loved one, because America refused 

to uphold its laws and defend its borders?  
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x 

All lines fall at the wall, especially white unmarried women 

We will soon begin the 

construction of a great wall 

along our southern border. 

My Administration has answered the pleas of the American people for immigration enforcement and 
border security. By finally enforcing our immigration laws, we will raise wages, help the unemployed, save 
billions of dollars, and make our communities safer for everyone. We want all Americans to succeed but that 
can't happen in an environment of lawless chaos. We must restore integrity and the rule of law to our 
borders. For that reason, we will soon begin the construction of a great wall along our southern border. It 
will be started ahead of schedule and, when finished, it will be a very effective weapon against drugs and 
crime. 

We must restore integrity and 

the rule of law to our borders. 

Answered the pleas of the American people for 

immigration enforcement and border security 
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Minorities concerned about strain on resources from immigrants, less so 

white working class women, all rise at reform that protects American benefits 

Protecting our workers also means reforming our system of legal immigration. The current, outdated system depresses 
wages for our poorest workers, and puts great pressure on taxpayersΧLǘ is a basic principle that those seeking to enter a 
country ought to be able to support themselves financially. Yet, in America, we do not enforce this rule, straining the very 
public resources that our poorest citizens rely upon. According to the National Academy of Sciences, our current 
immigration system costs America's taxpayers many billions of dollars a year. Switching away from this current system of 
lower-skilled immigration, and instead adopting a merit-based system, we will have so many more benefits, we will save 
countless dollars, raise workers' wages, and help struggling families, including immigrant families, enter the middle class. 

Protecting our workers also 

means reforming our 

system of legal 

immigration. 

Adopting a merit-based system, we will 

have so many more benefits, we will save 

countless dollars, raise workers' wages, 

and help struggling families 

Yet, in America, we do not enforce this 

rule, straining the very public resources 

that our poorest citizens rely upon.  
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CREATING AMERICAN JOBS 
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Lowest white unmarried women point when blaming Obama  

Our trade deficit in goods with the world last 

year was nearly $800 billion dollars. And 

overseas, we have inherited a series of tragic 

foreign policy disasters. 

We have the worst 

financial recovery in 65 

years. 

Ninety-four million Americans are out of the labor force. Over 43 million people are now living in poverty, 
and over 43 million Americans are on food stamps. More than 1 in 5 people in their prime working years 
are not working. We have the worst financial recovery in 65 years. In the last 8 years, the past 
Administration has put on more new debt than nearly all other Presidents combined. We've lost more than 
one-fourth of our manufacturing jobs since NAFTA was approved, and we've lost 60,000 factories since 
China joined the World Trade Organization in 2001. Our trade deficit in goods with the world last year was 
nearly $800 billion dollars. And overseas, we have inherited a series of tragic foreign policy disasters. 
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Bipartisanship & economic growth to fix problems agreed to by all, is starting 

place for the white working class and unmarried women 

Solving these, and so many other pressing problems, will require us to work past the differences of party. It 
will require us to tap into the American spirit that has overcome every challenge throughout our long and 
storied history. But to accomplish our goals at home and abroad, we must restart the engine of the 
American economy -- making it easier for companies to do business in the United States, and much harder 
for companies to leave. 

Solving theseéwill require us to 

work past the differences of party. 

We must restart the engine of the American 

economy -- making it easier for companies to 

do business in the United States, and much 

harder for companies to leave. 
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Stopping TPP popular with white working class & unmarried women, helping 

women in biz leads all lines to highs 

We have withdrawn the United States from the job-killing Trans-Pacific Partnership. With the help of Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, we have formed a Council with our neighbors in Canada to help ensure that 
women entrepreneurs have access to the networks, markets and capital they need to start a business and 
live out their financial dreams. 

We have formed a Council with our neighbors 

in Canada to help ensure that women 

entrepreneurs é. live out their financial 

dreams. 

We have withdrawn the 

United States from the 

job-killing Trans-Pacific 

Partnership 
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Rebuilding America & creating infrastructure jobs approved by all, 

particularly the white working class men 

$1 trillion investment in the infrastructure of the 

United States -- financed through both public and 

private capital --- creating millions of new jobs. 

With this six trillion 

dollars we could have 

rebuilt our country twice.  

America has spent approximately six trillion dollars in the Middle East, all this while our infrastructure at 
home is crumbling. With this six trillion dollars we could have rebuilt our country --- twice. And maybe 
even three times if we had people who had the ability to negotiate. To launch our national rebuilding, I will 
be asking the Congress to approve legislation that produces a $1 trillion investment in the infrastructure 
of the United States -- financed through both public and private capital --- creating millions of new jobs. 


